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Before We Start

You've done the research. Schools, commute times, median prices — color-coded in a tab somewhere.

Good. That's a real start. It's just not the whole picture.

Here's what the spreadsheet won't tell you: whether you'll feel at home on a Tuesday morning when

nothing's going on. Whether the neighborhood fits the version of your life you're actually trying to live —
not the one that photographs well.

I've walked hundreds of buyers through this transition. (The spreadsheet never prepares you for the first
February.) The ones who struggled weren't the ones who picked the wrong school district. They picked
the wrong vibe, and they didn't know it until the boxes were unpacked.

The Catalog Story

A couple moved here from Chicago a few years back. Did everything right. The spreadsheet was airtight —
schools, commute, taxes, the works. Edina checked every single box.

They bought a beautiful colonial. Good neighbors. Exactly what they'd asked for on paper.

Six months in, she called me. Not upset — just honest.

"I feel like I'm living in a catalog," she said. "I miss feeling like I belong somewhere."

We sold the colonial. They bought in Longfellow.

She cried the first time the barista knew her order without asking.



The data tells you what a neighborhood is. It doesn't tell you whether it's yours. (That's my job.)

The Bungalow Story

Then there was the couple who flew in from Seattle with a spreadsheet and a plan. Schools, commute,
square footage, tax rate, four neighborhoods circled in highlighter. Northeast Minneapolis wasn't on the
list.

I took them there anyway.

They looked at me like I was nuts. "Chris, this wasn't on the list." I said, "I know. Humor me for an hour."

I walked them down a street with a 1920s bungalow, deep lot, a brewery two blocks north, a pupusa spot
on the corner, a community garden where someone had already gotten tomatoes in the ground. I showed
them the block where people actually know each other's names.

They bought the bungalow.

Six months later, the dad texted me a photo from his son's ninth birthday. Twenty neighbors in the
backyard.

"We didn't buy a house," he wrote. "We found a village."

That's the Minneapple. You can't spreadsheet it. But if you let me drive, I'll know it when we get there.

How to Use This Guide

This is organized around what actually matters to people — not just geography. The right neighborhood
for someone who wants a walkable Saturday and a corner bar is not the right neighborhood for someone
who wants a half-acre lot and a quiet cul-de-sac.

Start with the questions in Part 1 — they'll help you get honest about what you're really looking for. Then
read the neighborhood descriptions in Part 2 for feel, not stats. If something resonates — or nothing does
— email me. I'll point you somewhere real.

mailto:Chris@LakesAreaRealty.com


Part 1: Know What You're Actually Looking For

Before we talk neighborhoods, answer these honestly. Out loud, ideally, with whoever's moving with you.

Q1: What does a Saturday morning look like in your ideal life here?

Walking to a coffee shop? Running a trail? Working in the garden? Sitting on a porch with a book and
nobody bothering you?

This isn't an abstract question — it's the single most useful one you can answer. The neighborhood that
has the right Saturday morning for you is the neighborhood you'll still be glad you bought in year three.

Checkpoint:

I can describe my ideal Saturday morning in specific, concrete terms
I know whether I genuinely need walkability or whether driving to things is fine — and I've been
honest about it

Q2: How much do you actually care about walking to things?

The Twin Cities has genuinely walkable urban neighborhoods. It also has beautiful suburbs where you'll

drive everywhere and be completely happy — because the home is right, the yard is real, and the quiet is
what you came for.

Neither answer is wrong. The trouble starts when people confuse which one they want.

Checkpoint:

I know whether I'm a walkability person or a space-and-quiet person
I've been honest about it even if one answer sounds less exciting

Q3: What's your real commute tolerance — not your optimistic one?

Everyone says they can handle 45 minutes. Then they actually do it on 35W in February.

The freeway system here works, but it's not forgiving in bad weather. Inner-ring neighborhoods cut your
drive significantly. Outer suburbs get you more house and a longer commute.

Checkpoint:

I've mapped the drive from my target neighborhood to my workplace at 8am on a weekday
I've factored in winter — add 10 to 20 minutes from October through March



Q4: Where does your community come from?

Some people build their whole community through the neighborhood — block parties, the corner bar,
knowing the neighbors by name. If that's you, urban Minneapolis or inner-ring St. Paul is going to feed you
in a way the suburbs probably won't.

Other people build community through work, church, activities, hobbies. If that's you, you've got a lot
more geographic flexibility — your community travels with you.

Checkpoint:

I know where my sense of community actually comes from
I've thought about what I need the neighborhood to provide vs. what I'll bring with me

Q5: What are your three non-negotiables?

Not wish-list items. The things where, two years in, you'd be saying: "I knew that was going to bother me,
and I bought anyway."

Write three down. Honor them.

Checkpoint:

I have a short, honest list of things I won't compromise on
I'm not confusing "would be nice" with "have to have"

Part 2: The Neighborhoods — In Plain English

Each neighborhood has its own page on this site with current listings, photos, and local context. What
follows is the honest thumbnail.

Minneapolis Neighborhoods

Northeast Minneapolis

The vibe: artists, breweries, 1920s bungalows, community gardens, pupusa spots, and blocks where
people know each other. This is the neighborhood that wasn't on the Seattle couple's list.

It rewards people who value character and community over uniformity. Housing stock is mostly 1910s
through 1940s, generally well-kept. Prices and attention have both been climbing the last few years, but
it's still accessible compared to a similar neighborhood in just about any other major metro.

file:///neighborhoods/northeast-minneapolis/


Best for: buyers who want a village. People who said "I want to feel like I belong somewhere."

Longfellow / Seward

The vibe: deeply residential, genuinely diverse, independent coffee shops, real neighborhood identity. Not
flashy. Very real.

The kind of place where people show up when something happens — good or bad. Walkable to amenities,
connected to the Greenway trail system, and meaningfully more affordable than the comparable

neighborhoods west of the lakes.

Best for: buyers who want community without the scene. Urban roots without the high-rise energy.

Uptown / Lyn-Lake

The vibe: walkable, dense, younger, more turnover, higher energy. This is what most out-of-towners
picture when they imagine Minneapolis. It delivers on the lifestyle — restaurants, nightlife, Chain of Lakes
two blocks away — but it's priced accordingly, and quiet it is not.

Best for: buyers who want to be in the middle of it. People who'd rather have walkability and nightlife
than space and stability.

Linden Hills / Fulton

The vibe: quieter, established, beautiful housing stock, a real walkable village center, steps from Lake

Harriet and Bde Maka Ska. It feels like a small town tucked inside the city. Prices are higher, but the
stability and quality of life are the real deal.

Best for: buyers who want the city with the volume turned down. People planning to stay a decade or
more.

Nokomis / Minnehaha

The vibe: underrated, and I mean that. Larger lots, mature trees, close to Minnehaha Falls and the creek
trails. Quieter than Uptown but with real little commercial nodes of its own. People who land here tend
not to leave.

file:///neighborhoods/longfellow/
file:///neighborhoods/uptown/
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Best for: buyers who want more house and more yard without leaving the city. People who'll take parks
and trails over nightlife every time.

Inner-Ring Suburbs

Edina

Beautiful housing, excellent retail, well-maintained infrastructure, and its own school district — verify the
specifics with Edina Public Schools directly, not a ranking site. This is the spreadsheet answer for a lot of
relocating buyers, and there's a real reason for that — if you need strong resale and a predictable, well-
resourced community, Edina genuinely delivers.

Just know going in: it's the catalog. If you need to feel something more specific than "excellent," be honest

with yourself about that before you write the offer.

Best for: buyers who prioritize school district quality and long-term stability.

St. Louis Park

Edina's more approachable neighbor. Its own school district, more housing variety, better entry prices. I've
seen a lot of buyers move to St. Louis Park because they "couldn't afford Edina" and realize three years
later they're actually happier here.

Best for: buyers who want southwest-suburb amenities without the Edina markup.

Hopkins / Minnetonka

Good value and real access to nature. Hopkins has a walkable downtown that genuinely surprises people
who haven't spent time there. Minnetonka gives you bigger lots and lake access if that's part of the dream.

Best for: buyers who want space, trees, and room to breathe without high urban density.

St. Paul Neighborhoods

Macalester-Groveland / Highland Park

file:///neighborhoods/edina/
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The best-kept relocation secret in the Twin Cities, in my opinion. Tree-lined streets, strong schools,
walkable commercial nodes, neighborhood character that hasn't been chasing trends. Quieter than urban
Minneapolis but with real amenity access — and consistently undervalued compared to the equivalent
Minneapolis neighborhoods.

Best for: buyers who want urban character without the Minneapolis price premium. People who value
stability and architecture.

Summit Hill / Cathedral Hill

Historic, architecturally significant, close to downtown St. Paul and the river. Grand Avenue is one of the
best commercial streets in the whole metro. Strong identity, beautiful old housing stock, real sense of
place.

Best for: buyers who want beauty, history, and a neighborhood with a story.

Part 3: The Conversation I Actually Want to Have With You

The best relocations I've been part of didn't come from buyers who found the right neighborhood on a
spreadsheet. They came from people who told me the truth about their life — what they actually needed,
what scared them, what they were hoping for — and let me match that to a place.

The spreadsheet is a start. It's not a finish.

So tell me about your Saturday mornings. Tell me what your Chicago or Seattle or Denver neighborhood
felt like — what you want to bring with you, and what you want to leave behind.

I'll drive you around. I'll show you the pupusa spot and the community garden and the brewery two blocks
north. I'll show you the block where people wave.

And when you feel it in your gut — you'll know.

That's the Minneapple.

Ready to Start the Conversation?

📧  Chris@LakesAreaRealty.com 📞  (612) 208-SOLD (7653)

file:///neighborhoods/summit-hill/
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Want to know what you can actually afford before you start narrowing things down? → What You Can
Actually Afford in This Market

file:///tools/mortgage/
file:///tools/mortgage/


Questions I hear the most

What are the best neighborhoods in Minneapolis for people moving from out of
state?

Honest answer — it depends on what you actually want, not what looks best on paper. Northeast
Minneapolis pulls people who want a walkable, characterful neighborhood with independent restaurants
and a real identity. Linden Hills and Fulton feel more like a village near the lakes — quieter, more

established. Longfellow and Seward have genuine block-level community and real diversity. And if you
want urban living without Minneapolis prices, look hard at Mac-Groveland and Highland Park in St. Paul —
they're underrated almost every year. My advice: visit each at different times of day before you decide.
Walk the streets. Sit in the coffee shop. See how it feels when nothing special is happening.

How do Minneapolis and St. Paul compare for people relocating to the Twin Cities?

They're genuinely different cities, even though they share a metro. Minneapolis is denser, faster, more
new development, higher prices. St. Paul feels older — more historic, slower pace, neighborhoods that
have looked the same for fifty years and aren't apologizing for it. Prices are noticeably lower. A lot of
buyers come in assuming St. Paul is the consolation prize and discover it's actually the better fit for them.
And the commute between the two is easy — most of the metro is 20 to 30 minutes from either side,

traffic permitting.

What should I know about Minneapolis neighborhoods and schools before
relocating?

Minneapolis Public Schools uses open enrollment, which means you're not locked into your neighborhood
school. That's important, because school quality in Minneapolis varies more by building than by
neighborhood — so research the specific schools, not just the district. A lot of the inner-ring suburbs run
their own districts with strong reputations, which is part of why buyers prioritize places like Edina, St.
Louis Park, or Hopkins. If schools are a big factor for you, we should talk through it directly — it's not
something a ranking site will get right for your specific situation.

How expensive is it to buy a home in Minneapolis compared to other major cities?

Compared to the coasts? Still a bargain, honestly. Median prices in Minneapolis run roughly $300K in
some neighborhoods up to $600K-plus in the premium ones. Inner-ring suburbs like Edina sit higher; outer

suburbs give you more house for the dollar. If you're moving from Seattle, Denver, or Chicago, you're
going to get noticeably more home here — and on top of that, a strong job market, four real seasons, and a
quality of life that's hard to put a number on.



What is it actually like to live in Minnesota as someone moving from out of state?

The winters are real. January averages around 13°F and snow's on the ground for months. But
Minnesotans don't hide from it — we build our lives around it. Trails get plowed, restaurants stay open, the
farmers' markets move inside. People here are warm but it takes a minute for them to open up to
newcomers — so a neighborhood with strong community identity will pull you in much faster than a
transient suburb. Summers are the payoff: lakes, trails, festivals, patios, evenings that last forever. Most
people who move here for a job end up staying for the life.



When you're ready to talk it through
One question or the whole plan — either way, no clock running.

(612) 208-SOLD
That's (612) 208-7653 — call or text. Texts usually get me faster.
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